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Cutting down trees is simply known as deforestation. Deforestation has a lot of disadvantages, especially when it’s done uncontrollably. More than a quarter of the earth is covered by forest but this is reducing each as every year. We need to control deforestation in order to have a great ecosystem. The disadvantages of the deforestation are worldwide, but there is a need to have both individual decision and team decision to curb deforestation. 
Disadvantages of Deforestation
i.    It destroys the natural habitat of both animals and birds. When people cut down the trees, they end up destroying the natural habitat of both birds and animals. When this habit continues for a long time, animals and birds find themselves without a place to go. Most of the times, this has exposed them to predators, poachers and hunters thus being killed. Birds migrate to the places which are safe but others die, (Helgesson et al, 1981). It also reduces the number of animals and birds, thus making some species to be endangered. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]ii.    It can lead to floods and forest fires. Trees help in slowing down the surface runoff during strong typhoon as well as absorbing water as well, overflowing of the rivers and flooding can result from cutting down of the trees. The more trees are cut the more prone to floods. One way of cutting down the trees is burning down the trees, which may lead to forest fires. Those forest fires put the wild animals in danger. These animals can escape to the nearby homesteads thus leading to a lot of property damage. 
iii.    It leads to the greenhouse effect. Trees are the source of oxygen. They purify the air by replacing the toxic carbon dioxide with oxygen. This is done through the process of photosynthesis. When trees are cut down, it means that we are going to have more carbon dioxide gases accumulating in the air. Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas that leads to an increase in atmospheric temperatures. The general increase in atmospheric temperatures has a lot of negative effects on animals, humans, birds as well as aquatic life. It disturbs different ecosystems. 
According to the US environmental protection agency, 17% of the carbon dioxide that is in the atmosphere is caused by deforestation. Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas and it leads to global warming. When trees are cut down, carbon dioxide is coming from biomass and decaying trees, thus worsening the situation. 
iv.    It can limit the supply of timber and wood. There are some people who cut down the trees without following the right procedure. The right procedure is planting new ones to replace the ones that are cut. Many of the farmers who cut down trees don’t plant the new ones. This means that in the long run, they are going to have a scarcity of wood and timber due to lack of trees, (Jutsum et al, 1981). 
v.    It affects medicinal research. A lot of medication drugs comes from plants. From the vegetative cover that we have, we have witnessed several discoveries of new herbal medicines. Deforestation affects the field of medicine and science in general. If the cutting down of trees is going to continue, then it means that we are going to have fewer trees and plants thus limiting the sources of medicine and scientific discoveries at large. Moreover, with carefree burning of trees, even the plants that can be used as alternative medicines are affected too, (Baker and Murphy, 1982). 
vi.    It can eradicate forests for good. If the cutting down is not reduced or controlled for a long time, it might lead to a world without forest. Looking at various forests in the world, they are becoming less and less as time goes by. We need a very effective strategy to be put in place to curb this. If not, we are endangering the whole world. When forests are completely destroyed, we are going to have several negative effects such as soil erosion. Soil needs trees to have its sediments put intact. If those sediments are not put intact, they may end up falling off, and if there is water body nearby, it might lead to overflowing and flooding. 
vii.    Soil erosion. Soil erosion is caused when trees are cut down uncontrollably. Plants roots act as an anchor to the soil to the ground. When deforestation occurs, the erosion of the topsoil will definitely occur since there are no roots that can hold them in place. The plants also break the force of the falling water; thus, lack of plants can lead to splash erosion.  According to the World Wildlife Fund, 50% of the topsoil has eroded within over 150 years. Erosion washes soil into nearby water bodies, increasing sedimentation and pollution, thus damaging marine life. Moreover, the loss of topsoil reduces the fertility of the soil thus affecting the plant growth. 
viii.    It affects the water cycle. Trees are important in that they extract water from the soil and releases it to the atmosphere. Thus, trees are significant in adding moisture in the air and trapping precipitation. If trees are cut down, there will be no transpiration and soil will dry up thus leading to drought especially in summer months. 
ix.    Cut down of trees introduces several environmental and community harms. The cutting down of trees and irreversible consequences of global deforestation can put the whole mankind and the world at large at risk. The desertification may continue encroaching the world thus famine and drought going higher. 
x.    It leads to a domino of unfavorable effects. Cutting down the trees can lead to a domino effect in the whole world. Such domino effects include biodiversity extinction, indigenous people annihilation and global climate change. Any wrong decision will cost us a lot.  There is a lot that needs to be done, since most of those aforementioned domino effects have shown up some signs, indicating that we are in danger. Any wrong move now will lead us to an empty and meaningless world. The death of animals and plants will lead to a partial loss of human life. 
In conclusion, there are different disadvantages of cutting down trees. This has been happening for a long period of time. There is a lot of benefits that are derived from plants in general, and the destruction of them can lead to a serious problem. Deforestation is currently happening at an alarming rate, despite the warnings that have been there. There is a lack of awareness which has led to disastrous consequences. 
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